NUMBER

9

UTTERANCE
This is an overview of how we see co-housing

We see this in different scales

For example, when looking down there to that unit

they can, for example, live together with a number of people and share kitchen and living room, for example
Different units can form a group that shares different things

for example, a leisure room, an ironing room, it can be anvthing

Then these can be combined together into a tower

who share, for example, the entry, mail boxes, and so forth

Then we would combine them per two or three towers

which then would have the parking area in common

also a polyvalent space and so

which can be reached through connections between the towers

and then finally all the towers in the area

which then have a collective garden

Do vou also have different tvpes of towers?

Yes, last week, we had two different tvpes of towers, but not this week

but that mav stil change

These briefly summarise the types of last week

S0, we had worked with different units which were comined into a duplex

and there was a common space for those different units

The problem started when one had to go to that unt,

one alwavs needed to pass through the common spaces as well

therefore, we thought that it might be interesting to provide a private access as well to that space
and, on the other hand, also an entrance to a common area

That was last week, this is then from this week

We have two areas for circulation

and we connect those each time to the different units

50 vou see that there are two entrances

there is an entrance via this circulation area

and on the other side, there is a direct link from this unit to that unit

we have made sure that each unit has two orientations

also flexibility was considered important

50 we provided different unit types as well

there are studio's, duplex apartments.

but we will show this later on a more detailed scheme

Also, the common area is two storeys high and contains a void

Itis stil the case that a living 2roup forms a kind of duplex

it depends a bit on the inhabitants

inan case, we would always include a terrace

50 that they have an area outside

on the other hand, there can be a leisure room

with a pool table, fitness machine

or alarge table, a kitchenette, laundry room, ... that is not vet fixed

for now, itis mainly a princiole

Does it also affect the interior of the house?

Yes. actually it does

8 taking things out of there, so that the living units can be organised differently?
Yes. itis true that vou could slide open the entire wall

50 that vou could enlarge vour space with the common room

resulting in a much greater sense of space

and in a room with no real treshold

1 know somebody who used to live in a former social housing area at the end of the street
and hrough all those time
and sav hito evervone

That s funny. actually

and the auestion could be as follows:

should the common area be an entrance area?

Yes, thatis what we try to sav

itis not the entrance

hall
Yes. those red lines are actually the entrances directly from the circulation area
There s a choice
we would give the option to those units
butitis not necessary
Ifind it regrettable that vou
as1 had remarked also last week
that itis possible to have a front door and back door like anv house on the ground level
but find it regrettable that thev are so close together in this case
1had hoved have reached 2
that, when vou enter the duplex.
Vou enter a private area
and when vou enter on the ground level
vou enter, for example. a common area
Ifind ita pity that both entrances are right next to each other. in this case
i ing this hall tr

Yes
Take the section that vou showed before.
It was on that section, right?
Normally, with . there are stairs and an elevator that st
S0.vou should be savin: | have an extra opportunity here
The problem was. actuallv. that we did not want to have onlv dulex apartments
because this is less accessible for elderly men and others
That would still be possible. e
It can be a reason to use for guiding vour desizn
now vou always have the same condition
The solution of the connection is so literally now
Itis almost an electrical circuit
You iust place an extra disc at the entrance soace
and.as a result. | am not in the collective area when | am at mv apartment door
Ifind it not architectural enough
This is onlv vour solution. vour hall with two lines to vour apartments
and vou iust draw an extra ine that closes it
and how is this made? Frosted lass?
That border between that entrance area and the blue area. it is now marked in black
Yes. that could be
be aauality if via that void i ise be dark
150 find the impact of stairs. fire escape route and elevator in the facade too big
in comparison to that lttle apartment in the corner
ves
Does that mean the corner is almost il
that it almost has to go to the common area?
No. we also wanted to include studios.
diverse tvpologies.
real small ones and real bigger ones
it can stillbe a duplex apartment
Yes but | would exclude it then.
if 1 had a duolex. | can leave out that entrance soace
because | already have a private entrance to the duolex above or below
If vou simoly have a partv in that blue sauare
and vou have to drag drink carts via the elevator
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Vou always have to go through your apartment?

No, we have provided direct entrance doors in all cases

This s also necessary for fire security reasons

3m

Yes, for this studio

But vou don't have a duplex, do you?

No

Not this one, but the one in vellow is a duplex

38 mis not much é

washing cabin, toilet, kitchenette, ..

Yes

Have vou tried to fill this in?

Yes, look!

0 ves, we have d similar elements can ak through
Oh vou iust sleep in vour living room

Yesitis lie a student room

and no outside area, he can not get out?

Yes, he can

Do vou hat are hung by
Yes we thought to create contrasts

by enlarging the space that lies underneath

5o that the floor above has a terrace

asaresult, we are not just building a huge block

but the form is created", 50 to speak

Have vou revised vour fre regulations.

Because you have to go to your escape route via the lift shaft

is that okav?

Yes

I mean, vou create  passing area with two doors

because, otherwise, that door to the hallis not necessary.
Normally, a fire door firein the one is escaping.
sofind it strange that one has to g through a passing area

I think that one has to be able to enter the staircase hall directly from one's own entrance room
Yes we can put a door there

No | think that there has to be a door between your passing area and your staircase hall
Those elevators, do they have to be spread?

| understand that the staircase has to

You need two staircases in a high-rise building

Vou have looked for that?

Yes, for fire safety reasons

Yes. but not vour elevators &

Yes. but we have done that for the private entrance

50 vou don't have to go through the common area

Oves

The more reason vou have to make entrances on a specific floor
But what s interestine, is that it does not matter when simply entering into the common area on the right
butvou do not enter into the common area left

No, I think that this also includes a chance to guide vour desian

Now, the comimon area is alwavs isolated

It seems less disturbing to me when one enters on the top level and goes to his apartment
but then, vou have to opt for those duplexes.

But then, how can those who be linked to th
They can, but thev have to go through the void in the duplex

Yes. 50 that not everyone looks directly at them

Yes thev do, but not on evervthing

Yes. but the one person looks more towards the entrance area and the other.
Ah. well, what s an entrance area?

Wh kicker table or

S0 that it does not have to be a smallittle hallway.

Wat s that, an entrance?

Yes. but we precisely did not want that one had to go via that common.

Yes. ves. but what does that do for the complete picture?

stair case hall

ing two e
it should give the option i the top. space
‘making it a different kind of community than that large area

Yes

1 now have the impression that vou have a ot of infrastructure for litle floor area
Too much circulation space?

Yes

The whole package around those elevators

Vou can't help those two staircases, because that is reauired

You can immediatelv get the chance to develop a new kind of plan on the uper and the lower side
So that vou don't have a olan and so the
and the elevator itself of course, only the staircase remains

Yes. that s true
The auestion rises whether o not vou want this, because an elevator in the facade area. that is not so evident
Is it really a panoramic elevator behind glass?
S0 that vou can view the outside when going up or down?
Because that s the only reason for placing an elevator against the facade &
be nice if vou can ook elevator
Yes shaft é
No no, indeed
Because. well. in a tower. the facad tobe the
Is it feasible to stretch the floor plan?
We had tried it in the concent of last week
instead of including two building floors. as we do now.
we use duplex apartments and we include four building floors
but it gave to manv roblems
for instance. on the level where there is no common area
it would result in a problematic dark space for one of the units in the middle
No. with stretching | mean:
Can the floor olan be widened or lenghtened?
Or do vou have verv high measurements already?
For examole. those 116 m?
How deep is that? 9 meters?
And the outside measure of vour tower?
Nearly 20 by 20 m
That is probably auite slender
Yes. but last week we had superslender towers
And when . we found the Iread
I think that this is caused by our comparison to the design of last week, which was a lot too slender
1.als0 regret that this collective outdoor space can not be two storevs high
Take the section that vou showed before again
You only have some spaciality in that void space é

7 Yes

And there are outside areas connected.
also for a deepened light entrance in the direction of that void space
Yesbut h tal

vou can make variations

Yes. for now. this is the concent

butitis not our aim to cop them right on top of each other
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there are more possibilities of linking units together

So that it is not always the same view in the building facade

Is the staircase now showing outside the building as a separate volume?
No, because that staircase tower was a bit too present in our living tower
Also concerning view, it limited the view

Yes, for example, in that left example, it really is a minor point for those ap:
and on the right, itis not really a problem

because itis connected right next to it

but then there is more likely a problem of circulation

because one s creating narrow and long hallwavs

while we thought that it was more compact now

You find it interesting that itis a composed tower

that vou can create that slenderness more easily

Butindeed, itis not a must

For examle, the double blue area, thatis

or vou have to create and

1f you want to access that lower blue area on two floors

50, it means that vou have to include more of those hallways.

Yes

Yes, thatis vour escape route

but mavbe it does not have to be so big

Yes, that was my problem last week

that itis a seriously sized building

additionallv, vou had those two staircases, so.

Yes but indeed via those escape stairs,

1 don't know, do they have to be inside?

I think that it can now be used more in that section with those duplexes
50, if vou want to go down from one of the apartments or something

it becomes a circulation stair and not only an escape stair

Take vour floor plan again

No, but | am more concerned about the visualisation of the facade

an elevator in the facade, does that make sense?

No

And do vou see a movement coming in vour floor plan

the moment when vou put it in 307

You showed something earlier

50 vou begin to move things over here, right?

Yes

S0 1 ask myself the auestion: what does this movement mean?

Of those terraces that we create or?

No here

They are not terraces &,

they are volumes ¢

If this is ust a room,

what does that mean?

The reason b

and it can be interesting to enlarge the room

So. how will vou steer this?

Is it done randomiv?

S0 we iust look at the location where this units wants a terrace

and where can the floor underneath be changed so that it eives a terrace
And 50 we have started to.

Do vou find it necessary to crumble the image of that tower?

We liked it because it became more dvnamic

and so thev are not such flat.

like the towers of Amelinckx

Yes, itis the same with an indentation

The wav in which vour common terrace dents in,

itis not hanging there either &

Then vou could have the same treatment for the rest of vour exterior spaces.
Itis not like thev wil have a better seat &,

in terms of shelter

No but  like that kind of treatment

but| wonder. can't vou do it a lot more exolicit?

S0 that the floor plan determines the form and the look of that tower

in be litterally "try 3

I can see a rational reason in that

but there, in that lttle corner.

Yes. one such room

That would then define the exoression of the tower

and that would then be someone’s bedroom

You know what s standing in Antwero.right,

the Silvertop towers by Jules Derover

You might also want to take a look at Surge & Bates

the fact that a few twists hapoen in a rather rational floor plan

thereby generating more specific spaces in that building

But | am mainly interested in what this results for the image of vour tower
Maybe that s still an extruded volume

but then vou start to plav out floor plan and esthetics of a tower against each other
I think that that would be an interesting wav of designing
more th concept "we wil tr
o we start now from the floor plan

Butalso, when on the lower floor plan

now vou're literally facing blind walls at that void area
If only vou would have a terrace there in vour apartment
then that terra 1d also to

I don't think that it i to orovide

area
in the form of little terraces

in that case

straight towards the

form and then try to draw out  floor plan inside’

where vou will put vour garbage can because it would otherwise smell too much in the kitchen

Thev are a kind of rest spaces

The other is usier for

Thev are L-shabed apartments

which are situated around a terrace

So the size of the module is 6 bv 6

making an L-shape: 12 by 12

In between is an armoit-like terrace, measuring 6 bv 6

So. | think that vou have a problem here with the dimensions of that tower

If vou will make the outside area larger

itle terrace is hung there like a book shelf

if vou want to incorporate that as a ualitv

then vou will have to do something with the surface of that tower

Iwould tryité

In that right drawing below in the middle

I would try to make an outside area there

There on the right of that void space. vou mean?

I would test it. whether it can be a terrace

and vou orobably don't want walls, but windows to vour terrace.

50 that vour terrace can provide davlight to that space

and so that vou can close it during the winter time. resulting in a kind of areenerv.
because, otherwise. it would onlv be usable a limited number of times. here in Belgium
Itis simoly unusable

unless when there is no wind and the sun is setting. or in similar circumstances
And I also have problems with vour duslex concent
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with the fact that it would not realise a turn
50 that | would have more complex views
S0 that | am not always living in an apartment that is oriented south-west or south-east
but that | could make, by turning those duplexes underneath each other,
the lower floor of the duplex a different kind of apartment than the upper floor
For example, if that 120m?, the blue one,
if they were oriented differently on top of each other
Orif I could get in that corner...
But no, vour circulation
or perhaps vou should also opt to put that circulation outside
That's where vou need to balance vour options,
do | want a closed tower with no vertical trunk hanging next to it?
the wish to duplex
In that case, | would try to interiorise the second escape stairs
That s, ifitis possible,
ifvou say
then | would check whether the staircase can't be interiorised
50 that vou either get exterior space, or a connection between two appartments.
Also, vou will not use those elevators and staircases on a daily basis
Now they have an equal value in the floor plan
whereas, in reality, vou can treat the second one more negatively.
because its only a staircase for escaping
Can vou show the section that vou showed before again?
1 have some issues with that strange beam
That is not living on "ground level'?
No
Then it seems to be a bad choice
orisit meant to have some collective function?
because then vou would expect that there is some kind of transition,
from supra- to semi-collective
50 that vou have transition between the blue, the co-housing, and the apartments
do vou also expect that there can be a transition in a certain location
between the more collective part of the whole tower and
And then | also wonder whether that should be ground level
Why don't vou have this variation
that itis sometimes in the middle or sometimes on top.
Well, the thing with those polvvalent spaces was,
that we parked at the bottom at ground level, and that the entrance to the building
But last time, the entrance to the building was on our deck
But then there was too much wind
and now, we again wanted it
But vou could also have both?
Come on, it alwavs "either this, either that"
As I said before with that duplex
Vou have the possibility to enter on two levels
Vou could have it ike that as well &
Vou can go directly from vour car to vour circulation shaft.
butvou can also g0 in ground level via
Yes. well. at the level of this deck, we actually saw a polyvalent space.
a dav care unit or something else
Which then has a relation with that deck
Also, this deck s a lot less artificial than it was last week
but we see it more like something green
and we also thought to let those polvvalent spaces return at the top of the tower
and like that. a connection can be made between the towers
50 that these spaces can be used by the different towers
and that will be visible later on in the 30 perspective
I think that vou should look closely to vour national regulations
escaping in a normal fashion through vour parking area, that is not easy
most often, those parking spaces are in a basement floor
and in princiole. tothe
50 staircase needs to stop on the around level,
a doorway to the basement stairs
50 the auestion is. how willthe fire fighters interpret this here with that elevated ground level?
That's a term that s lterally given: what is vour evacuation level?
Is vour evacuation level then in that areen area?
Orisit below in that black area?
50 vou see that escape routes are in-between parkings
I think that that is a problem
Yes. we will look that up
We
a concrete skeleton structure
with
And that's it, we are all ready. we can 2o home
Come on. vou are thinking so much about those duplexes and so forth
don't vou expect a similar concept in this skeleton?
This is a bottle rack
and with some effort vou can force a duplex preciselv in there

Isn't this more like a skeleton th: ft tudio's floor level?
You would expect that there would be a relation between those things
between ion for and vour aim in

You can already see itin the floor plan
That elevator shaft oreciselv its into vour structure
oerhaps it should be there in a more accidental fashion
50 that vour floor plan has some more freedom
We have also used different placements for those elevator shafts
but eventually...
No. this is more about the sizes of things
Can't vou imaine something with a erid that spans two floor levels
and in which vou can realise the duplex using wooden fillin walls?
Now tisltterally a bottle rack
Yes. what kind of freedom can be generated by simol filling something level by level?
And do vou need columns in the facades?
For instance. those columns at the corners
't thev disturb me when I want a
That is a touch with a finger. throwing them awav.
but what impact does it have on those beams?
Andat i se bearms b
Your tvoology might correspond to the structure
and that might then also sav something about the facade.
It becomes interesting if vou can relate all three of them to each other
Yes. vou have extremes:
If vou sav. | don't want columns there in the corner
Then there could be a pendant
and instead of using the foundations for subport
it hangs from an enormous beam at the roof
that could be one possible tvpoloical solution
The other would be to include Vierendeel-girders
S0 that vou have different bearing svstems for each floor level.
The MAS brovices an extreme examble of this concept
or the medium-rise buildings in Hoogstraten,
where vou clearlv get floor levels that are comoletelv glased

in the facade?
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and then there are also levels that are clearly closed

Maybe | don't mind this column in the corner if those are rooms.
but maybe | find this column in the corner disturbing

If there s an exterior space, or a living room with a panoramic view
And just don't find this interesting for the option ‘construction’
The only thing vou have to do here, s to make aload reduction calculation, and there we are, we are ready
Sothere s not even and construction

We are sure about this, this s certainly possible

Even in terms of all those disks

indeed, they have to be fire-resistant and they have to provide lateral stability

but then I would at least consider what | need at minimum for that lateral stability?

Have vou tried before to get those orthogonal directions out of vour floor plan?

No

Well, itis fust a first kind of logic, but s it necessary?

No, but itis the most obvious thing to do for starting

Yes, but | would try it at least, mavbe it leads to.

Won'tit be difficult to find reauirements for validating such a concept?

The advantage s that vou already have a number of statements, so that vou can check it against those
Also, itis not clear to me

whether or not this is about optimisation towards the used amount of concrete

or whether those beams have to be in two directions

Or whether vou can't sav: 'l have a portico structure”,

in which my floors are the pullers in between my porticos

I mean, | sav this because itis sauare at the moment,

they look like plates that bear in 4 directions on 4 ring beams,
Maybe that is not necessary either

Maybe vou can find in for

staircases in vour 4
1 would start with the option: remove all columns in all corners

How should I then optimise so that the cantilevers do not become huge?

Where should I place my columns then?

And maybe, columns are d

Also, I think that, in terms of presentation, vou better choose

to present it more as an investigation than as a choice:

This works in a negative fashion, | don't know if vou realise it

This seems to hang loose, anvone can draw this, apart from the design that vou make

This has a name: 'symbiose' or ‘syneray'

I have already referred to that last week:

from the moment when vou start to freely pile up a number of those modules and tvpes

Vou have to start thinking about shafts

Supplv, discharge

Yes, we did that, we would place them all around those two shafts

and that s possible, we have tested it

And do vou need fake ceilings or computerfloors to get there?

1 hope that vou will not mention that it can all be placed in the cement screed?

Discharge of toilets of 90cm diameter in the cement screed

You can't make a statement like that in the fourth grade

Itis possible that that beam svstem interferes as well &,

50 that vou have to go through one of the beams

For the environment:

Last week, we had two decks which covered the parking area

but that resulted in two separate islands and that was not precisely what we wanted

We pr flow over into

that it results e i two islands

Therefore, we thought about lowering those parking levels a bit

Last week, the entrance of the apartments was situated at the deck level

and now, we want to protect it more against the wind

and make it a bit more protected

Yes. butif the weather is fine. | will come via the deck é

I think that vou need to have both options

And that there is a good connection with vour parking area,

50 that vou can directlv go from the parking area to the entrance
. walking taround level

ground level

with that view on those cars?
Yes. we thought to put a screen there
Not with a wall hasa o

3 ves. going t ap:

shouldn't vou pick something out of the functional closet to place at that location
1 don't know whether vou are offering exterior or interior space there
but d than looking for cars
Good examples exist, lie the Lever House by SOM.
how they treat the ground floor
Butis thi disappear. th
Does it have to be 'morphed so that it flows over into the surroundings?
Orisiton the contrary a deck that forms a clear and exolicit figure
We found that, because it looked like an island,
it became a lot less accessible
but mavbe it should not be as such evervwhere
Yes. for example, the bottom side of that deck has a meaning as well é
What are those tapered spaces?
In vour section, this is where the parking space drops into the ground, or what?
As a result, vou would have all inds of ramps inside vour parking?
It won't be easy to draw that parking area
i large enough area for
Yes but what | like, is that the towers form a collective inner area.
it seems to groun itself in specific groups,
but then. evervthin s linked together again
is that necessarv?
It does not have to be like that. but | think that this is preciselv the interesting element
50 that vou don't have the feeling: ah, those three towers belong together. and those two
but that thev all together seem to share the soace in between
Yes. but does it have to be all the same. lie a park.
or should it have more differences?
Yes. at the moment. we have not really designed the exterior space vet
Yes. well. itis iust as important as vour apartments &
Now tis easv. for the residual area we know something and thev are grass strios
Well. somewhat like it is at the moment in the situation Amelinckx
Orisit reallv a bike trail or something
or afit-o-meter as it was used by the scouts vears ago?
Is it something or is it iust a pointless lawn to look at
You should look at the Schwarzoark
the relation of those buildings with the surroundings is verv well done
Good approach of that park
and how that volume stands in the park
I think that it works also the other way around:
vour parking area is now pitch-black
We want to make holes in that again. as we did last week
Yes. butinstead of davlight.
shouldn't vou attach entrance points to circulation and program?
Isit only that?
Because otherwise. thev are domes ¢
asthev are placed on top of libraries
At the sides. for examole. it is also all open.
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here, it does not flow into the environment
Yes, but should it then...
it might, for example, be a tent
1 don't understand why that deck precisely follows those borders &
Itis also related to construction
where are your columns
what are your column spans?
Or has that been calculated?
Do vou really need that area
andisit comoletely filled with cars?
Yes, we have adapted the size of that deck to the size that we needed for all cars,
we took the deck
s decided tolet
I can never reach the deck by car?
1 don't know, fire fighters with fire trucks, shouldn't they be able to enter that deck?
Ohves, | think so
Okay we have a problem
in social housing. hi It field in
In better residential areas, it results in trees.
that pit that vou have over there, this patio,
that s, | don't know what, sitting on a bench under a tree or something?
Oris that an activity?
Is there a vollevball or basketball field?
Yes, it was mainly meant for drawing light into our parking area
Yes, s0 that is not possible, having a basketball ield on the car level?
Itis a basketball cage ¢
because one should not fall into the pit from above
Yes, there are two sides to the idea
On the one hand, we want to catch lights for those cars
and on the other hand, it would be interesting if something happens on the ground floor
On the other hand, vou don't want to continuously look at cars surrounding vou
1 don't know if that is a problem if vou are playing basketball or something similar &
Yesindeed
And should there not be thought about the air conditioning of the parking
Atthe moment, the wind iust blows right through
but from the moment that vou close it off
Vou get smoke and heat extraction svstems.
but with vour patios
itwould be bad if vou simply make a glass wall for the same kind of border
vou ing o the i eround
but this as a place is a kind of balcony with a continuous balustrade
this is not a continuous traiectory either
butitstill becomes the upper side of a parking area
Also the other way around, what can vou do underneath there?
Can there even be cars parked?
On that first rectangle
Can we still park on a roadway next to those trees?
1 had exo 3 atramor
instead of parking between tree and tram,
this could be 'waiting'
sheltered from the wind and drv out of the rain
and right next to it close to those columns on the corner
that that would contain specific functions
ves we wanted to have that waiting area there,
doors 3 actually be on the other side
Yes but mavbe the deck should continue there over the tram
Come on, that exists, don't vou think. that vou exit the tram and that vou have to cross the tram rails
1 don't think that's a reason, because that s true for the entire tram trajectory.
For the entire traiectorv, the doors are on the outside
S0 that would mean that vou cannot make any connection between vour ground level base directly to that tram
Besides. that tram is coming out of a turn
I suppose that it will not be at its to speed
1find vour umbilical cords auite literally pulled by the hair
Those connections between those towers.
Is nothing else possible there?
Is that necessarv?
We found 2 to have a
50 that other towers could use those verv easily.
without having to go first to another tower

Butis it that what this is about?
Itis presented here as something that was auickly added in the end
No. hadn't we indicated this already in inning as well,

Yes. but | find sav: | want tion between
and on the spot where vou want such a connection.

that i not have to

Now. itis like this: mv co-housing areas are central
and | can never move them

they alwavs have to be in that center

and. as a result. an umbilical cord arises

if there i the
then vou can inaway

Yes. well. it was now desianed as such because the circulation shaft i in the middle of the facade
Yes. thatis why thev become umbilical cords

those two towers

If vou don't have the freedom to sav: "on think tion is feasible.
i kind of common

It works on a larger scale for the entire tower. right

So. wh s that not spread over level

s for the complete tower.

haps. it should not be contained by more

and so. vou kind of connection between the collecti in those two towers than the kind of connection that vou
But those common areas that are connected, thev span the entire floor level

In that case. | would take a look at whether or not vou need a different tvpe of connection as a passage é
More likely a wider space?

Yes. | would try that. | don't know. but | would look inside a 3D environment at what vour options are
Also. a certain distance needs to be bresent between the towers

50 1am afraid that it will all become a bit too large.

But we will look at it

And tis so repetitive as well

Yes. in my opinion. vou either connect them

or vou start to intensivelv design the wav in which those facades look at each other

How those common areas are positioned in relation to each other

how an apartment makes a view to the tower next o it

It's because it s not designed.

It's a concept that s iust ziven here

Tell me. on the zround level, between those cars. there is no ‘iving area'?

No

On the deckitself, there s no living area either?

No

S0 whatis there?

Now it looks all the same. because of the erev

is there something transparent as well?

Avolvvalent area. a davcare unit or something else
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It this not just the same as stating that by providing a double ground level
twice as much functions are required?
5ot might be interesting to make this public
Public for anvone who lives in that apartment?
Lifting the public area
1 don't see any added value in there
I want to enter that building é
Will vou simply add a little doorway in the middle of that facade on the ground level to enter the building?
And even if vou sav daycare unit
the whole story returns about the sheltering, sun blinds, spacers, .
toprotect the children in there
S0, agaiin, vou have a problematic situation that vou do not simply solve in the margins of the tower design
Yes, vou have to test it then é
because it looks like a inwhich
1am curious though to the wa in which those different constellations give form to that park
the combination of that green with a parking around an inner area
is that really an inner area
orisita U-shape that is open?
I think that it looks monumental now
Turn it around to the Kruishofstraat
We saw it more like a small square
Yes, but what can happen there?
Okay this s one that faces towards the street,
but what are the others, for example?
Is it something that turns itself a lot more towards the park, for example
1 would try to search for differences in this aspect
otherwise, it makes so little sense to consider them as two clusters
Perhaps, it makes alot more sense to make a generic park
with towers in between which show themselves differently as a group, take a different position
More than vet another base socket to combine with the others
That brings not many solutions at the morment
Can vou turn to the left and tit?
Is there a parking area in one of those interesting corners?
Come on, what a pity
What an urban view:
g the sidewalk level,
lintroduce a new ground level
and the side walk becomes parking area
Itis almost just as bad as having a street full of cars parked next to the side walk, onlv does it happen in the building in this case
But this is mainly the entrance here, so.
Don'tvou level hich driving?
We i and make sure that this is bundled together
We have put our driveway entrances to the sides, also here and also next to the Boomsesteenweg
so that allthis here is traffic-free.
Isn't that odd, that vou do not trv to locate those cars right in that park
or the other way around
instead of the elevated ground level
which means levelis
It serves to look into those gardens.
Itis.
1f vou could extend that ground level, as it is not very heavv, over vour park&ride area
level over those

without facing the challenge of towers that are located on top of a park&ride area

isa sav:| i here.
1 will make a kind of green installation with my elevated ground level
but,in that case, vou expect something in terms of functionality

be again i netand pullit

I think that vour entrance is not well located
Right on the spot where that tram is turning
You sav that vou will bundile all circulation traffic

those garden walls é

but | thir is not possible
Isn't bout driving into the 2 ground level
Where?

There in the middle of the Kruishofstraat
And does that have to be one exit.

should it not be more decentralised?

I can imaeine that vou might be able to enter when vou are driving along the Boomsesteenweg A12
Yes. that was what we meant to do, actually

Should it be conceived as one colossal parking area?

And1 i
something more than only parking space

Also, itis clear that vou have desizned looking from this perspective

Because. can vou turn it 180 degrees

face it soon

make
This s lie the floating carpet

and underneath it. vou see all cars
The other option is to o to level O
50 that vou don't see those cars standing there

Underneath the ground surface?

Nono, so that the are underneath this deck

but so that the deck has an altitude for parking in the inner area
but not at the sides

But I would look at the other thine,

butthe d cov
that investment s onlv possible if there is a meaning attached
Not enough thought has zone to the provided functions. | think
The wav in which vou are handling the living units.
that s looking for variation
50 that vou don't have the same floor level over and over again
I thin hapoen also with
And more thought has to 2o to vour facade
vou can almost see from the exterior: ah there is a module with three bedrooms. for examole
And l often have the imoression that it is the other wav around
there i lttle logic. so. well. we will it olace ...
Yes. we were really looking for something to change that tower in something less flat
and then we thought, ves. tis interesting to do something with that facade
You did not want to build the same tvoes over and over again
50 vou wanted a mix of senior flats and smaller studios. | understand that
o i

with such a deck

Thev are building that in Milan at the moment. aren't they
atower with all kinds of trees and plants on all floor levels
Ifind it regrettable that vou don't add that nuance

the transparency of those common areas

that | can't see them within that tower

That would be a much more interesting theme to work with
Also because there is a terrace there.

and | would also check that double storev.

Actuallv. whatis that volume there that sits on top?

Yes. we thought to add perhaps some kind of roof terrace to the roof top.
S0 that the circulation iust zoes right to the top

Ow. but vour facade. is that something that is crumbling?
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Doesn't it need a kind of definition?
Can a pointed roof be added? | would not recommend it, but
Normally, there s a kind of winged roof on top in the fifties and sixties
On the highest floor s a laundry bar

50 now you can choose

am | on the ground surface with this kind of activities
orisit on the roof top, with that panoramic view

Oris that a pergola structure, or...

There are a lot of themes

and they determine the look of that thing so much
Johnson, look at how he finishes the roof top

inan like this, there al bi
for storage

You could put a cellular complex with storage space like that on the roof top

1know a loft project where evervone can g0 up

and has some kind of garden or dressing unit, a private lttle solar terrace
That i the extreme, individual

That is an existing storage place without terraces

and instead of giving all those lofts a terrace

itall happens on the roof top

Asaresult it also looks like a bunch of

evervone i there sitting behind their fences with their lttle cottages
where vou can also put vour fridge and so forth

50 that is my uestion: s it individually parcelled up there?

We meant it to be collective

But vou know in the history of architecture:

the high-rise building in Evere and all similar buildings in the thirties
it usually became a laundry area, and it just did not work.

the basement as well
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